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CHARACTERS 

(2m,1f) 

MAN a man in his 40s-60s 
WIFE his wife, same age or slightly younger 
STRANGER a younger man, late 20s to early 30s 

SETTING 

A public park.   

TIME 

The present. 
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A WALK IN THE PARK 

A MAN and his WIFE are walking 
through the park.  Birds chirping...  It's 
a nice day.   

  MAN 
I'm saying, I'm saying that there's something wrong with us.  I don't mean you and me 
personally.  Well, not...  I mean, all of us.  People.  We've lost...  We've lost faith...  We've 
lost touch with what -- 

THEY are interrupted by a 
STRANGER. 

  STRANGER 
Excuse me.  I apologize for interrupting. 

  MAN 
We're not interested. 

  STRANGER 
I'm sorry? 

  MAN 
Whatever you're preaching or selling or...  We're in the middle of a conversation. 

  STRANGER 
I appreciate that, I do... 

  MAN 
We're just minding our own – 

  STRANGER 
But you haven't heard what I – 

  MAN 
I'm sure it's a very sad story.  But we don't have any money.  Okay?  So, please, leave us 
alo – 

  STRANGER 
I'm not a... 

  MAN 
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Or whatever religion...  Scientology... 

  STRANGER 
That isn't why I'm – 

  MAN 
Would I interrupt you?  If you were out, having a nice walk in the park, conversing with 
someone, would I interrupt you?  I'm asking you. 

  STRANGER 
You're right.  I'm terribly sorry.  I'll leave you alone.  It won't happen again. 

  MAN 
Well, thank you.  I don't mean to sound harsh, but... 

  STRANGER 
No, please.  I understand.  And I feel exactly the same way.  I believe a loss of manners is 
something that is seriously damaging our...  I'm very sorry to have bothered you. 

  MAN 
That's all right. 

Pause. 

  STRANGER 
I just need one thing. 

  MAN 
Look.  I've explained to you... 

  STRANGER 
Your wallet. 

  MAN 
My what? 

  STRANGER 
Your wallet.  And your wife's purse.  Is this your wife? 

  MAN 
You... what?  You're saying... what?  You want what? 

  STRANGER 
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The wallet and the purse.  And your phone.  Then I'll go. 

  MAN 
Is this a joke? 

  STRANGER 
A joke?  Not at all.  This is how I make my living. 

  MAN 
Are you...?   
 (Pause.) 
Are you robbing us?! 

  STRANGER 
You could say that. 

Pause. 

  MAN 
Excuse me... 

The MAN attempts to lead his wife 
away.  The STRANGER blocks their 
path. 

  MAN (cont’d) 
Get out of our way. 

  STRANGER 
Just hand over the things I've asked for and you can go back to your conversation.  I am 
sorry about the interruption... 

  MAN 
Why should we give things to you that belong to us? 

  STRANGER 
Because I have a gun. 

Pause. 

  MAN 
You have a gun. 
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  STRANGER 
I have a gun.  Politically, you know, I'm against them, but they are an unfortunate 
necessity in this line of work. 

  MAN 
I don't believe you have a gun. 

  STRANGER 
Do you have a gun? 

  MAN 
No, I don't have a gun. 

  STRANGER 
Then you're at a disadvantage. 

  MAN 
Let me see it. 

  STRANGER 
You want to see my gun? 

  MAN 
You can't make threats in public like this.  Even as a jo... 

The STRANGER takes out the gun and 
shows it to them.  Pause.  The WIFE 
hands over her purse. 

  MAN (cont’d) 
What do you want from us? 

  STRANGER 
Just your wallet and your phone.  Then I'll go. 

  MAN 
What will you do if I don't give them to you? 

  STRANGER 
I'll shoot you. 
 (Pause.) 
I'd have no choice, you see.  It does no good going around threatening people with a gun 
if you can't back it up.  It would be disingenuous. 
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Another pause.  The MAN hands over 
his wallet and phone. 

  MAN 
Are you really a mugger? 

  STRANGER 
I just stole your money and your phone. 

  MAN 
Yes, but you don't act like... 

  STRANGER 
You mean like some kind of stereotypical...? 

  MAN 
You just don't seem like someone...  The way you talk... 

  STRANGER 
I have a Master's. 

  MAN 
In what, thievery? 

  STRANGER 
Art history, actually.  Lot of good that did me.  I used to work as a security guard at the 
museum for awhile, just trying to stick around that world, you know?  But after awhile, it 
became, oh, I don't know, unsatisfying somehow.  Anyway, this pays better. 

  MAN 
And you don't think... 

  STRANGER 
I still go on the weekends.  Sorry. 

  MAN 
No, you go ahead. 

  STRANGER 
No, please, I was finished. You were saying...? 

  MAN 
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I was going to ask whether or not you see anything wrong with this. 

  STRANGER 
You mean... mugging?  Of course!  I'm not naïve.  But the way I see it, we all get robbed 
sooner or later.  I'm doing my part to make the experience as pleasant as possible.  I know 
it can never be fun to have your money stolen.  It's like going to the dentist when you're a 
kid.  That lollipop doesn't make it any less painful, does it?  It only adds insult to injury.  
But I still believe there's such a thing as decorum... 

  MAN 
What do you mean? 

  STRANGER 
Well, just because one has an unpleasant task to do, doesn't mean there isn't a proper way 
to conduct oneself.  Some of these muggers, you should see them...  I mean, after all, it 
isn't your fault you're being robbed.  Why should you have to suffer indignity in addition 
to losing your possessions? 

  MAN 
But doesn't that make it even worse?  We're still victims... 

  STRANGER 
You see yourselves as victims? 

  MAN 
Aren't we? 

  STRANGER 
Well, sure.  In a sense, we're all victims...  Aren't we getting robbed every day...?  I mean, 
just the other day I paid four dollars for a bottle of water.  I said, "Four dollars?  Are you 
kidding?"  Twenty years ago we would have laughed at that.  We would have thought it 
was insane. 

  MAN 
That's right, we would have. 

  STRANGER 
This city's changed.  The whole country's changed.  It's all hypocrisy.  They tell you, buy 
six bags of chips for six dollars.  But who needs six?   

  MAN 
You know, I was at Whole Foods the other day... 
 (to the WIFE) 
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...I already told you this... 
 (to the STRANGER) 
...and one of the items scanned at the register at a higher price than it said on the shelf.  
So I asked them to do a price check.  And they acted like I was the one holding up the 
whole line.  And then, twenty minutes later, when they'd finally figured out their 
mistake... did they even apologize?  They were essentially robbing me and acting like... 

  STRANGER 
No one takes any responsibility, do they?  Everyone acts as though it's the person 
working above them who's to blame.  That's why I'm self-employed. 

  MAN 
Yes, even in my job... I'm a contractor.  I do windows, window panes, that sort of thing...  
I always try to provide my clients with a fair quote.  But a lot of people in my line will 
inflate the estimate.  They'll double, even triple it, depending on who they're talking to. 

  STRANGER 
And it's legal. 

  MAN 
Completely legal! 

  STRANGER 
Look at gas prices... 

  MAN 
Right!  It changes depending on the region, not on... 

  STRANGER 
...on the price of oil. 

  MAN 
They fix the prices.  And it's all legal. 

  STRANGER 
Legal.  Pfff.  The police don't know what real crime is anymore.  They're too busy 
handing out parking tickets... 

  MAN 
Don't get me started on parking...  It's a complete racket.  We don't need the mafia 
anymore... they've all gone to work for the government! 

  STRANGER 
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I got a parking ticket on my way over here today.  I stopped for two minutes...  I'm telling 
you... 

  MAN 
What can we do?  We have to have our cars.  Look at public transportation in this 
country.  It's shameful... 

  STRANGER 
Couldn't agree with you more. 

Pause. 

  MAN 
Well. 

  STRANGER 
Yes, well. 

  MAN 
What can you do... 

  STRANGER 
There's nothing you can do.  My philosophy is: take care of yourself, your health, and the 
people you love.  And do it as honestly as you can. 

  MAN 
I feel exactly the same way. 

  STRANGER 
I always try to be straightforward in my work. 

  MAN 
I can tell. 

  STRANGER 
I'm not like one of those movie previews where they show you one thing, and then you 
get to the theater... 

  MAN 
...and it's completely different!  I hate that! 

  STRANGER 
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Let's face it.  Our society is crumbling.  It's coming to an end.  The plane is going to 
crash.  All we can do on the way down is show each other a little courtesy, a little 
kindness... treat each other with fairness and respect.  I mean, here we are.  In this 
glorious park.  On such a beautiful day.  And let's face it, you're gonna get robbed.  It 
might be on your taxes, it might be at your local farmer's market, there's no avoiding it...  
The real question we have to ask ourselves is: Whatever happened to old-fashioned 
decency?   
 (Pause.) 
Whew.  That was a mouthful, wasn't it? 

  MAN 
I want you to know.  I deeply appreciate everything you just said... 

  STRANGER 
Thank you.  I get these, you know, thoughts stuck up in my head, I don't even know 
they're there... 

  MAN 
If you don't mind my saying, you seem like a very reasonable person. 

  STRANGER 
I try. 

  MAN 
I wonder if you'd be willing to do us a favor. 

  STRANGER 
Um, if I can... 

  MAN 
I'm not asking for the money back... 

  STRANGER 
Okay, because... 

  MAN 
Or the phone. 

  STRANGER 
No, I need that. 

  MAN 



!  10

But how about letting us keep the wallet and purse?  You can take everything of value 
inside them... but let my wife keep her day planner...  I've got my gym membership ID in 
there, you know how it is, such a pain in the ass... 

  STRANGER 
Mm, I'd have to keep the credit cards. 

  MAN 
I understand.  What do you say? 

  STRANGER 
I'd love to, but I really can't.  It's a valid request, no question, but you make one 
exception, then another, where does it end?  I'll tell you what, though.  I'm walking that 
way.  I might drop the purse and wallet, once I've had a chance to go through them.  I'm 
sorry, it's the best I can do. 

  MAN 
No, that's...  We appreciate it. 

  STRANGER 
All right, well...  Thanks for talking with me.  Good luck to both of you. 

  MAN 
And to you. 

The STRANGER exits.  Pause. 

  MAN (cont’d) 
Well.  Well well well. 
 (Pause.) 
How about that. 
 (looks at his WIFE) 
Honey?  Are you all right?  You look pale.  What is it?  Sweetheart, talk to me, what's 
wrong? 

Pause. 

  WIFE 
HELP!!! 

BLACKOUT. 

End of Play


